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of	 several	 small	 sites	 in	 the	Titicut	 area	by	MAS	
Board	member	 and	 frequent	Bulletin author	 Bill	
Taylor.

























coming	 to	 this	field	of	 study.	 	 Some	of	 the	 early	
attempts	 by	 uninformed	 individuals	 to	 excavate	
these	 structures	 have	 unfortunately	 resulted	 in	
misguided	reconstructions,	when	the	researchers	
have	projected	their	own	theories	onto	what	they	





for	 researchers	 to	 excercise	 restraint	 in	 investi-
gating	these	sites	and	to	practice	non-destructive	








(amateur	 or	 professional)	 excavating	 their	 past	
habitation	 and	work	 sites,	 they	 do	 object	 in	 the	




concerns	 about	 the	disturbance	 of	 non-mortuary	
sites	of	importance	to	their	beliefs.		If	we,	as	social	
scientists,	care	to	respect	the	cultural	sensibilities	




Another	 critical	 comment	 has	 been	 that	 the	 au-
thors	are	not	scientists	and	therefore	have	no	right	
to	comment	on	archaeological	matters.		However,	
in	 point	 of	 fact,	 all	 three	 authors	 have	 academic	









	 	 	 	 Curtiss	Hoffman
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Recent Examination of a Native American Burial in Nemasket Indian Territory, 
Southeastern Massachusetts
Joseph N. Waller, Jr.






of	Gay	Head/Aquinnah	 in	2007.	 	 	The	Aquinnah	
expressed	a	concern	that	unmarked	Wampanoag	













ing	 resulted	 in	 the	 documentation	 of	 numerous	
cultural	 deposits	 associated	 with	 the	 previously	
known	Riverside	2	(19-PL-703),	Riverside	(19-PL-




(19-PL-1046),	 and	Riverside	 12	 (19-PL-1047)	 sites	
(Waller	 2009).	 	 A	 number	 of	 archaeological	 fea-
tures	 associated	with	 several	 of	 these	 sites	were	
within	the	size	range	and	shape	of	burial	features	
known	 from	 the	 Taunton	 River	Drainage.	 	 Con-
tinued	project	consultation	ultimately	resulted	in	
a	decision	to	assess	 the	function	of	any	potential	
burial	 features	 in	 accordance	with	 relevant	 state	
and	municipal	laws.		What	follows	is	a	description	
of	 the	 Riverside	 11	 archaeological	 site,	 and	 one	
feature	contained	at	the	site	in	particular.						






on	 the	 east	 side	of	 the	Nemasket	River	 (see	Fig-
ure	 2).	 	 Features	were	 generally	 slightly	 tapered	
or	parallel-sided,	and	terminated	at	depths	rang-
ing	 between	 48	 and	 121	 centimeters	 (mean	 =	 82	
cm;	median	=	82	cm)	below	the	machine	stripped	








low	 surface.	 	Additional	 cultural	materials	 from	
the	 site	 included	 a	 rhyolite	 hammerstone	 and	 a	
few	quartz	and	rhyolite	flakes.				
Features	 R11-27,	 R11-28,	 R11-29,	 R11-30,	 R11-32,	
R11-35,	 R11-44,	 and	 R11-45	 at	 the	 Riverside	 11	
Site	were	either	storage	pits	or	former	storage	pits	





flat	 to	 slightly	 curved	 bottoms	 (after	 Bendremer	
et	al.	1991).		Similar	features,	some	of	which	con-
tained	 carbonized	maize	 kernels,	 have	 also	 been	
reported	from	such	Nemasket	River	drainage	sites	
as	 Pratt	 Farm	 (Hoffman	 2010	 personal	 commu-
nication),	 the	Little	League	(Hoffman	2003,	2007)	
and	 Muttock-Pauwating	 (Chartier	 2007,	 2008a,	
2008b;	Donta	and	Wendt	2006).
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Size,	 shape,	 fill,	 and	 cross-sectional	 profiles	 for	
storage/refuse	 features	 R11-32	 and	 R11-45	 were	
consistent	with	storage	pits	contained	at	the	site.	
The	difference	between	storage	pits	and	storage/
refuse	 pits	 was	 in	 their	 materials	 content,	 with	
artifacts	or	other	discarded	waste	being	 incorpo-
rated	within	 the	fill	of	 the	 latter	 type.	 	The	most	
parsimonious	explanation	for	similar	morphology	
yet	different	function	is	that	storage-refuse	pits	re-
flect	 a	 trajectory	 of	 use	 starting	 as	 storage	 facili-
ties	and	ending	as	refuse	receptacles	(see	DeBoer	
1988;	Weinstein	1986).		No	botanical	remains	were	
recovered	 from	 any	 of	 these	 features,	 providing	
little	clue	as	to	what	was	being	stored.		However,	
carbonized	maize	recovered	from	feature	contexts	
dated	 to	 710	 ±	 50	 radiocarbon	 years	 B.P.	 (Beta-
246374;	wood	 charcoal;	δ13C	=	 -24.9	‰)	or	 1210	





tury	 accounts	 of	 Indian	 storage.	 	William	Wood	
(1977[1634]:113)	 described	 the	 Native	 storage	
facilities	 as	 “great	 holes	 digged	 in	 the	 ground.”	
Samuel	 de	 Champlain	 (1906:126)	 described	 stor-
age	 among	 the	 Nauset	 Indians	 of	 Cape	 Cod	 in	
1606	thusly:		




throw	 them	 into	 these	 trenches	 and	
cover	them	with	sand	three	or	four	feet	









multiple	 likely	 reasons	 for	 this.	 	 Firstly,	 organic	
preservation	 often	 correlates	 with	 areas	 of	 well-
drained	 sediments.	 	 John	Winthrop	 observed	 as	
much	 in	August	 of	 1632	 when	 he	 stated	 “[t]his	
summer	 was	 verye	 wett	 &	 colde…the	 Corne	 in	
the	 drye	 sandy	 grondes	 was	 muche	 better	 then	
other	 yeares,	 but	 in	 the	 fatter	 grondes	 muche	
worse”	 (Dunn	 et	 al.	 1996:78).	 	 Secondly,	 deep	
storage	protected	perishable	foods	from	scaveng-
ing	animals.	 	Thirdly,	deep	storage	also	provides	




on	 stored	 foods	 might	 be	 particularly	 useful	 or	
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necessary.	 	Finally,	Windsor	 loamy	sands	are	ex-
tremely	easy	to	dig.					
Charcoal	 from	 Features	 R11-28	 and	 R11-45	 pro-
duced	 radiocarbon	 assays	 of	 820	 ±	 40	B.P.	 (Beta-
246375;	 wood	 charcoal,	 δ13C	 =	 -24.7‰)	 (1160	
to	 1270	 cal	A.D.)	 and	 960	 ±	 40	B.P.	 (Beta-246376;	




scribed	 below.	 	 Thus,	 the	 Riverside	 11	 dates	 fall	
within	a	tight	eleventh	through	thirteenth	century	
A.D.	 radiocarbon	range.	 	The	archaeological	evi-
dence	 from	 the	Riverside	11	Site	 suggests	 its	oc-
cupational	history	 is	single	component,	resulting	
from	 either	 a	 single	 occupation	 or	 from	 one	 or	
Figure	2.		Plan	of	Native	American	Features,	Riverside	11	Site	(19-PL-1046).
ture	 area	 to	 the	 Tribe.	 	 There	 was	 a	 temporary	
cessation	 of	 fieldwork,	 and	 a	 follow-up	 onsite	
consultation	 meeting	 was	 conducted	 in	 accor-
dance	with	agreed	protocols	established	between	
project	proponents	and	the	Aquinnah	and	Mash-














below	 the	machine	 stripped	 surface	within	 Fea-
ture	R11-31	in	July	of	2008.		Human	remains	were	
tightly	clustered	along	the	extreme	western	edge	









support	 for	 the	Wampanoag	 Indians’	 claim	 that	
the	 lands	 surrounding	 the	 Nemasket	 River	 and	
Assawompsett	 Pond	 represent	 a	 significant	 cul-
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ceremony	 and	 reburial.	 	 The	 Wampanoag	 were	
hesitant	 to	 allow	 analysis	 of	 the	 remains	 of	 any	
kind	but	capitulated	to	non-destructive	aging	and	
sexing,	based	on	visual	criteria	alone,	to	be	made	
at	 the	 time	 of	 the	 removal.	 	 The	 Massachusetts	
Commission	on	Indian	Affairs	also	agreed	to	have	
a	 single	 piece	 of	 charcoal	 radiocarbon	 dated	 to	
determine	the	burial’s	age.		The	most	contentious	
issue	raised	during	 the	discussion	concerned	the	
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Wampanoag,	project	proponents,	and	other	inter-
ested	parties.	 	It	was	evident	at	this	meeting	that	
the	 Wampanoag	 wished	 to	 develop	 a	 plan	 that	
would	permit	the	buried	individual	to	remain	in	
the	ground.	 	Unfortunately,	 leaving	 the	burial	 in	
place	was	not	an	option	available	to	the	developer	
as	it	was	located	in	the	center	of	a	proposed	build-






need	 for	 photographic	 documentation,	 to	 which	





to	 ensure	 compliance	with	 professional	 archaeo-
logical	 standards.	 	 Once	 again,	 the	Wampanoag	
reluctantly	agreed	to	permit	on-site	photography	




Riverside	 11	Site’s	human	 remains	 are	 limited	 to	
line	drawings.			
What We Learned From Burial R11-31
Hand	 excavation	 of	 burial	 feature	 R11-31	 com-
menced	with	the	removal	of	the	eastern	portion	to	
the	level	where	human	remains	were	first	observed	
in	 the	western	 feature	 portion.	 	 The	 feature	was	
then	exposed	in	its	entirety	at	a	depth	of	roughly	
50	centimeters	below	the	machine	stripped	surface	




on	 a	 standard	Munsell	 color	 scheme)	 fine	 sandy	
soil	 contrasted	with	an	outer	 soil	band	or	“ring”	
of	coarser	dark	yellowish	brown	(10	YR	4/6)	sands	
with	 gravel.	 	 The	 outermost	 soil	 band	 contained	
a	concentrated,	secondary	deposit	of	highly	frag-









5/6	 yellowish	 red	 and	 7.5	 YR	 4/6	 strong	 brown)	
was	 observed	 near	 the	 bottom	of	 the	 feature	 be-
tween	 85	 and	 90	 centimeters	 below	 the	 stripped	
surface.	 	 The	 nature	 of	 this	 deposit	 is	 uncertain,	




cremated	 remains	yielded	 the	previously	 report-
ed	 radiocarbon	age	of	950	±	40	B.P.	 	This	date	 is	









Michael	 Hubbard,	 included	 cranial	 fragments,	
elements	 of	 the	 arms	 (ulnae,	 radii,	 and	 humeri),	
medial	portions	of	 the	 left	 and	 right	 tibiae,	 fem-
oral	 elements,	 a	probable	piece	of	 the	 calcaneus,	
and	a	lower	incisor.		We	estimate	that	less	than	25	
percent	of	the	individual’s	skeletal	elements	were	






the	 cremated	 remains	were	 those	 of	 a	 single	 in-
dividual.	 	The	 individual’s	brow	ridge	was	quite	
pronounced,	 with	 the	 glabella	 and	 superciliary	
arches	 being	 strongly	marked:	 	 a	 typically	male	
trait.	 	The	dull	 and	 rounded	superior	borders	of	
the	 orbits	were	 similarly	masculine.	 	 These	 data	
suggest	 the	 individual	 interred	within	 Riverside	
11	 feature	 R11-34	 was	 male.	 	 A	 fused	 proximal	
radius	was	 also	 recovered	 from	 the	 burial.	 	 Tim	
White	 (2000)	 claims	 this	 indicates	 an	 individual	
greater	 than	14.5	 to	 19	years	of	 age.	 	His	 cranial	
sutures	 had	 fused	 but	 were	 neither	 obliterated	






limited	 bone	 assemblage,	 its	 highly	 fragmented	
nature,	and	the	insufficient	level	and	degree	of	ex-
amination	prior	 to	 the	remains	being	 transferred	
to	on-site	tribal	representatives.		
Bones	from	feature	R11-31	reflect	a	range	of	burn-
ing	 from	 inconsequential	 to	 completely	 calcined.	
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(size,	 shape,	 depth,	 and	profile)	 between	 feature	
R11-31	 and	 all	 the	 other	 storage	 facilities	 at	 the	
Riverside	 11	 Site	 suggests	 that	 this	 feature	 like-

















likely	 its	 discard	 into	 open	 storage	 pits,	 did	 not	
occur	 in	 the	 immediate	 vicinity	 of	 the	 site	 area.	
Burial	feature	R11-31	was	identical	in	size,	shape,	












Few	 Woodland	 Period	 cremations	 are	 known	
from	 southeastern	 Massachusetts.	 	 Most	 crema-
tion	 burials	 in	 the	 region	 tend	 to	 be	 associated	
with	Transitional	Archaic	 Susquehanna	 tradition	
occupations	and	Late	Archaic	Small	Stemmed	tra-
dition	 components	 (e.g.	Wapanucket).	 	 The	 clos-
est	reported	analogy	to	Feature	R11-31	of	probable	
Woodland	origin	appears	to	be	Burial	3	located	off	





stark	white,	 sometimes	 over	 the	 course	 of	 a	 sin-
gle	bone.		Patrick	McCutcheon	(1992)	has	made	a	



































tion.	 	These	data	 imply	 the	deliberate	 collection,	





ture	of	 the	 cremation	deposit	 suggests	 collection	
and	tight	bundling	of	the	remains	in	a	skin	or	fur.	
Burial	may	not	have	been	the	original	intent	of	this	
feature’s	 construction.	 	 Similarity	 in	morphology	

















	 1988	 Subterranean	Storage	and	the	Organization	of	Surplus:		The	View	from	Eastern	North	America.			 	
	 	 Southeastern Archaeology	7(1):1–16.
de	Champlain,	Samuel
	 1906		 Voyages and Explorations of Samuel de Champlain (1604-1616) vol.	1;	tr.	by	Annie	Nettleton	
	 	 Bourne,	with	introduction	and	notes	by	Edward	Gaylord	Bourne.		A.	S.	Barnes	&	Company,	New			
	 	 York.
Sherman	 provides	 a	 detailed	 description	 of	 the	
burial,	which	 in	many	 respects	 is	 similar	 to	 that	
observed	at	the	Riverside	11	Site.		At	Plymouth:	
	
“The	 long	 bones	 of	 the	 skeleton	 had	











now	 the	 Riverside	 11	 Site	 indicate	 a	 mortuary	
practice	within	the	southern	New	England	region	
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Archaeology in the Coastal Suburbs:
The Cove Terrace Site
Warwick, Rhode Island
Alan Leveillee
Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc. 
Abstract
Cultural Resource Management studies are being con-
ducted throughout Warwick, Rhode Island as a new 
sewer system is being constructed along the western 
margins of Narragansett Bay. Recent archaeological 
survey in the Governor Francis suburban neighborhood 
has provided new insight into Native American occu-
pation just prior to European contact and settlement; 
a time when the ancestors of the Narragansett Indians 





American	 to	 English	 settlers’	 hands.	 For	 a	 thou-
sand	years	prior	to	that	transfer,	and	for	decades	
after	 it,	 the	near	coastal	 fringe	of	western	Narra-
gansett	 Bay	 was	 thickly	 settled	 Indian	 country.	
That	changed	dramatically,	however,	during	and	
after	King	Phillips	War	(1675-1676),	during	which	








New	 sewers	 throughout	Warwick	 are	 being	 de-
signed	and	built	with	federal	dollars.		According-
ly,	 they	are	subject	 to	environmental	studies	 that	
include	 considering	 the	 past	 history	 of	 the	 area,	
and	whether	or	not	any	archaeological	sites	exist	
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Accordingly,	PAL	submitted	a	permit	application	
to	 conduct	 archaeological	 recovery	 and	 research	
within	the	sewer	easement	along	Algonquin	Drive.	
The	RIHPHC	issued	the	permit	to	PAL	on	Novem-
ber	 4,	 2009	 and	 the	 fieldwork	was	 conducted	 in	
November	and	December	2009.		Processing,	cata-
loging,	 and	 analyses	 continued	 through	 January	





was	 utilized	 to	 reopen	 the	 Algonquin	 Machine	





as	 well	 as	 additional,	 related	 features.	 	 Specific	
representative	 features	 were	 selected	 for	 further	





In	 July	 2008,	 the	 results	 and	 recommendations	
following	 the	discovery	 of	 the	Cove	Terrace	 Site	
were	provided	in	a	summary	report	submitted	to	
the	Warwick	Sewer	Authority	 (WSA),	 the	Rhode	
Island	 Historical	 Preservation	 &	 Heritage	 Com-
mission	 /	 State	 Historic	 Preservation	 Office	 (RI-
HPHC/SHPO),	 the	 Narragansett	 Indian	 Tribal	
Historic	Preservation	Office	 (NITHPO),	and	sub-
sequently	to	the	Environmental	Protection	Agen-




undertakings	 in	Warwick,	 the	 Cove	 Terrace	 Site	
among	them.		
In	 September	 2009,	 agreement	 was	 reached	 be-
tween	the	EPA	and	NITHPO	that:
“the	 Warwick	 Sewer	 Authority	 can	
proceed	 to	 connect	 eight	 homes	 on	
Algonquin	 Drive	 provided	 that	 any	
excavation	is	closely	monitored	by	the	
archaeological	 consultant	 firm,	 Pub-








































of	 which	 proved	 to	 be	 natural	 root	 stains	 upon	
close	examination.		The	discovered	features	were	
clustered	 tightly	 within	 the	 trench	 (see	 Figure	
3).			 	
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1	and	2	 (which	were	 likely	part	of	 the	 same	 fea-
ture	at	one	time)	included	oyster	and	quahog	shell	
fragments,	 one	 quartz	 tool	 fragment,	 and	 single	




While	 the	 feature	 1A	 stratum	was	 not	 deep,	 ex-
tending	vertically	 for	10	 cm,	 it	 contained	a	wide	
range	 and	 variety	 of	 cultural	materials	 and	 arti-
facts,	as	discussed	by	type	below.























in	 the	 recovery	 of	 three	 small	 charred	 nut	 frag-
ments.		Preliminary	processing	indicates	they	are	
consistent	 with	 hickory,	 but	 the	 specimens	 are	
small	and	the	identification	is	tentative.		
Shell Bead Blanks
Two	 white	 shell	 bead	 or	 wampum	 blanks	 were	
recovered	from	Feature	1A	(see	Figure	10).		They	
are	 both	 ground	 whelk	 column	 fragments	 and	








surrounding	 yellowish	 brown	 subsoils	 that	 sur-
rounded	it.		The	feature	fill	contained	no	cultural	

















and	 seven	 small	 fragments	 of	 bifaces	 that	 could	
not	be	further	identified	to	function	or	type,	three	
of	which	were	 of	 argillite,	 three	were	 of	 quartz,	
and	one	was	of	rhyolite.	
Aboriginal Ceramics








ure	5).	 	The	debitage	assemblage	 included	 lesser	












the	 remnants	of	a	 tap	 root	extended	beneath	 the	




Feature	 9	was	 centrally	 located	 in	 the	 cluster	 of	
features	 identified	 in	Machine	 Trench	 7.	 	 It	 was	
roughly	oval	 in	plan,	and	was	110	cm	below	the	
depth	of	the	road	surface	above.	 	Feature	9	mea-
sured	 110	 cm	 north/south	 x	 85	 cm	 east/west.	 	 It	
was	a	very	shallow	very	dark	gray	stain	with	shell	








Feature	 8	was	 a	 small	 (35–40	 cm	diameter)	dark	
soil	 stain	 along	 the	 southern	 edge	 of	 the	 trench,	
immediately	east	of	a	gas	line	disturbance	and	sit-
Features 4 and 5 	
Features	4	and	5	were	roughly	circular	dark	gray	









Feature	 4	 yielded	 two	 artifacts:	 a	 quartz	 scraper	










half	 of	Feature	 5,	 so	 its	 entirety	was	 collected	as	
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Figure	11.		Features	4	and	5 Figure	12.		Fish	Bone	from	Feature	5






Feature	 10	was	 the	westernmost	 anomaly	 in	 the	
investigated	 cluster,	 and	 was	 situated	 along	 the	
south	 wall	 of	 the	 machine	 trench	 immediately	
west	of	a	gas	 line	utility	 trench	 that	bisected	 the	
trench	floor.	 	 It	was	a	black	circular	soil	stain,	50	
cm	in	diameter	and	extending	to	a	depth	of	75	cm.	
Feature	 10	 contained	 no	 lithics	 or	 shell.	 	 It	 con-
tained	 large	 fragments	of	charcoal	 to	30	cm,	and	
included	 three	 fragments	 of	 aboriginal	 ceramics	
and	a	single	carbonized	maize	kernel	(see	Figure	
13).		Flotation	of	soil	samples	from	Feature	10	re-


















generally	 bowl	 shaped	 and	 extended	 for	 30	 cm.	





Features 13, 14, and 16 	
Features	13,	14,	and	16	were	small	circular	stains	
initially	believed	to	represent	possible	post	molds.	
Ambiguity	 remained	 after	 excavation	 because	
their	remnant	profiles	lacked	sufficient	detail	and	
character	 to	 differentiate	 between	 decomposed	
tap	 roots	 and	 deliberately	 placed	 stakes.	 	 They	
were	not	distinctively	linear.	The	three	anomalies	
were	 not	 spatially	 related;	 they	 were	 spread	 in-























indicates	 that	 we	 have	 probably	 discovered	 the	
edges	of	the	site,	where	refuse	materials	were	de-
posited	over	a	period	of	repeated	domestic	group	







artifacts;	 the	 second	 during	 the	 Late	 Woodland	
after	 1,100	years	 ago,	 as	 indicated	by	 the	 ceram-
ics	and	 triangular	point;	and	 the	 third	 is	 just	be-
fore	or	during	the	Contact	period,	about	350	years	
ago,	 based	 on	 the	 radiocarbon	 date.	 	 The	 single	
fragment	of	delft	ceramic	recovered	in	Feature	12	

























320	 +	 40	 years	 B.P.	 (Beta	 276040)	 was	 indicated	
from	 Feature	 10,	where	we	 also	 recovered	 three	
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Interpretations
Because	 our	 evaluation	 and	 archaeological	 miti-
gation	was	 confined	 to	where	 the	 sewer	will	 be	
constructed,	we	have	a	narrow	view	of	 the	hori-
zontal	 extent	 of	 the	Cove	Terrace	Native	Ameri-
can	 archaeological	 site.	 	 From	what	we	 can	 see,	
however,	 it	 is	 clear	 that	 evidence	 of	 Native	
American	 occupation	 and	 activity	 extends	 along	







race	 Site	were	 the	 only	pre-Contact	 cultural	ma-
terials	 from	 the	 Governor	 Francis	 section	 of	 the	
city.	 	This	may	be	due	 in	part	 to	 extensive	 land-
scape	modifications	during	 the	 construction	 and	
development	of	the	neighborhoods	in	this	section	
of	Warwick.	 	 It’s	 likely	 that	more	 archaeological	
remains	could	(and	someday	will)	be	found	in	the	
less-developed	coastal	margins	and	wetland	edg-
es	 around	 the	 neighborhood	 that	 have	 been	 less	
impacted	by	historic	changes.		
During	 our	 excavations	 in	 the	Governor	 Francis	
neighborhood,	 one	 homeowner	 told	 us	 that	 “ar-
rowheads”	 were	 collected	 in	 the	 yard	 when	 his	
house	was	being	built	in	the	1950s.	 	Accordingly,	
while	 our	 work	 was	 confined	 to	 the	 sewer	 line	
construction,	the	site	extends,	or	extended,	to	the	
south	and	to	the	east	to	the	edges	of	the	cove.		
Vertically,	 the	 feature	 cluster	 that	 constitutes	 the	
Cove	 Terrace	 Site	 is	 between	 approximately	 85	
and	150	cm	below	the	existing	grade	of	Algonquin	
Drive.	 	The	remnant	of	the	site	was	“capped”	by	
a	meter-thick	 stratum	of	 clean	 sand	fill	 that	was	
deposited	when	the	surrounding	area	was	devel-










Is the Cove Terrace Site Significant?  
The	 Cove	 Terrace	 Site	 is	 significant	 in	 terms	 of	











(lithic	 raw	materials)	 reflects	 travel	 and/or	 trade	
along	 the	 northeastern	 seaboard	 where	 sources	
of	 fine-gained	 igneous	 volcanics	 were	 quarried	
from	the	greater	Boston	area.		Through	time,	with	
increasing	 familiarity	 of	 and	 dependence	 upon	
coastal	 and	 marine	 resources,	 including	 Narra-
gansett	Bay	argillites,	these	people	began	to	focus	
settlement	and	ceremony	along	the	bay	and	on	its	
islands	 (Leveillee	 and	Van	Couyghen	 1991;	 Sim-
mons	 1970),	 while	 maintaining	 trade	 networks	
across	 and	 beyond	 southern	New	England.	 Fur-
ther	lithic	analyses	of	the	site’s	artifact	assemblages	
can	provide	additional	information	about	specific	










Period	 predecessors.	 	 By	 approximately	 1,000	










assemblage	 from	 the	 Cove	 Terrace	 features	 in-
clude	production	and	processing	associated	with	
domestic	 space	 and	 the	 related	domestication	 of	
maize	 (scrapers,	 perforator	 [assuming	 the	 per-
forator	was	 re-worked	by	Woodland	occupants],	
pottery,	maize,	shell	and	bone).			This	is	important	
information	 about	 site	 location	 in	 western	 Nar-














is	 rare	 outside	 of	 burial	 contexts;	 Fort	 Ninigret	
being	 a	 notable	 exception	 (Robinson	 et	 al.	 1985;	
Rubertone	2001;	Simmons	1970;	Taylor	2006).		Ex-
cavations	 over	 several	 seasons	 by	 archaeologists	
from	 Brown	 University	 on	 the	 seventeenth	 and	
eighteenth	 century	 Spring	 Greene	 Site,	 in	 close	
proximity	to	the	Cove	Terrace	Site,	have	resulted	
in	recovery	of	Native	American	cultural	materials	
including	 projectile	 points,	 wampum	 (including	
several	blanks),	and	trade	beads	(Krysta	Ryzews-
ki	 and	 Caroline	 Frank,	 personal	 communication	
2010).		
The	 collection	 of	 the	maize	 kernel	 in	 association	




recovered	 in	 Warwick,	 and	 in	 the	 first	 instance	
the	related	radiocarbon	date	indicated	a	probable	











The	 Warwick	 Sewer	 Authority,	 and	 The	 Rhode	
Island	Historical	Preservation	and	Heritage	Com-





lee,	 and	 Jay	Waller.	 	 Laboratory	 processing	 and	
cataloging	 were	 completed	 by	 Erin	 Kuns,	 Kate	
Descoteaux,	 and	 Perry	 Rushton.	 	 Mike	 Duffin	
conducted	floatation	and	scanning.		Beta	Analytic	
completed	the	radiocarbon	analyses.				
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hammerstones	 of	 various	 sized	 cobbles.	 	 They	
were	carefully	collected	by	the	pre-Contact	inhab-
itants	 from	 coastal	 cobbled	 beaches.	 	 The	 stone	









handling,	 and	 I	 suggest	 it	may	 have	 been	 some	
sort	of	game	ball.


















tools	 and	 their	 diagnostic	 association	 with	 pre-
historic	 components.	 	 The	 cobble	 hammerstone,	
largely	unmodified,	was	an	everyday	 implement	
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bles	 in	 four	 or	 more	 clusters	 in	 close	 grouping.	
Most	 all	 cobbles	 are	 oval	 and	 round	 in	 shape,	
proof	of	special	beach	selection.		I	have	a	medium-

























cabulary.	This	 item	was	copied	multiple	 times	 to	
serve	 as	 an	 example	 for	 tourists	 visiting	 various	
museums	and	historical	 societies	near	 the	Maine	
coast.	This	title	page	states:	Extracts From a Spelling 
Book In The Abenaki Language,	published	in	Boston	








were	 working	 in	 Maine	 among	 the	 Penobscots,	
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Naturalist-educator	 Barbara	 Bulls,	 of	 the	Harold	
Parker	 State	 Forest	 staff,	 asked	 for	 assistance	 in	
documenting	 some	of	 the	history	 and	 landscape	
features	 within	 and	 adjacent	 to	 the	 forest.	 She	




they	 see	 on	 maps.	 I	 accepted	 the	 research	 chal-
lenge	and	looked	for	a	Native	American	presence.	
Development












In	the	handbook	of	trails	titled,	The Bay Circuit and 








Once	we	know	that	Skug	 is	 the	Native	word	 for	
snake,	 we	 can	 verify	 it	 by	 finding	 the	 entry	 in	
Trumbull’s	 (1903)	 Natick	 Dictionary	 as	 an	 Eng-
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various	 authors	 from	 the	 17th	 century	 to	 the	 19th	
century,	and	the	tribal	units	where	the	words	were	
collected.
The	Bureau	 of	 Ethnology	 at	 the	 Smithsonian	 In-
stitution	 published	 an	 extensive	 catalogue	 of	
published	 and	 unpublished	 material	 for	 North	
America.	(Pilling	1891).	This	work	was	consulted	




























































and	 the	 dates	 of	 occupation	 by	 colonists	 could	
have	 resulted	 in	different	 landscape	names.	Spe-
cial	 notice	 should	 be	mentioned	 of	 the	 fact	 that	
from	 the	 river’s	 source	at	Holt’s	Hill	 in	Andover	
to	the	southern	border	of	the	town,	the	stream	is	
called	Skug	River.	The	water	 is	ponded	in	North	
Reading	 in	 Martin’s	 Pond	 and	 flows	 south	 in	 a	
stream	called	Martin’s	Brook	to	the	Ipswich	River.
This	is	the	only	instance	I	know	of	where	a	small	
and	 shallow	 stream	 is	 called	 a	 river,	 and	 in	 the	
lower	 reaches,	 where	 canoes	 could	 be	 used,	 the	
stream	is	termed	a	brook!
Mythology
Native	 American	 pow-wows	 in	 southern	 New	
England	were	doctors,	prophets	and	healers	with	
powerful	 spirit-helpers	 able	 to	 control	 unseen	
powers	 in	 the	 world.	 Pow-wows,	 or	 shamans,	
were	closely	associated	with	water	and	beings	of	
the	 underwater	world	 (Speck	 1928:281;	 Bragdon	
1996:206-207).	Water,	 serpents	 and	 their	 connec-
tion	 to	 the	 underworld	 were	 closely	 related	 to	




a	 small	 valley	which	was	once	wider	 and	 some-
times	 deeper	 that	 it	 is	 now.	 Swamps	 developed	
during	dry	seasons	when	the	upper	reaches	dried	
up,	and	only	disconnected	shallow	pools	at	vari-
ous	points	along	 the	 stream	 formed	where	 there	
was	wide	and	level	terrain.	
Historical Context
The	 Town	 of	Andover	 once	 included	North	An-
dover	as	well,	and	settlement	began	 just	prior	 to	
1646.	 Early	 settlement	 was	 located	 in	 the	 north	








Nicholas	Holt	was	 one	 of	 the	 original	 settlers	 of	
Andover	who	eventually	received	a	grant	of	land	





At	 that	 time,	 in	 the	 middle	 of	 the	 17th	 century,	
Native	people	were	 still	 living	 in	 the	Merrimack	
Valley.	 Some	worked	 for	 local	 settlers	 on	 farms,	















pelling	 as	 to	 survive	 in	 southern	 New	 England	
folklore	well	into	the	19th	century.	
Recorders of The Word Form 
Edward	Winslow,	a	Pilgrim	of	Plymouth	Planta-
tion,	 very	 early	 became	 a	 leader	 in	 colony	 pro-
jects	including	serving	as	a	diplomat	to	the	Native	








Thomas	Morton,	 the	noted	Elizabethan	 settler	 at	
Marymount	 in	 the	 Neponset	 River	 area,	 wrote	










from	 Salem,	Massachusetts	 Bay	 Colony	 in	 1636,	
went	 south	 to	 live	 in	 the	 Narragansett	 country	
where	he	befriended	the	Native	people	there.		In	
1643	his	Key Into the Language of America	was	pub-
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When	the	Reverend	John	Eliot,	missionary	to	the	
Indians	 of	 eastern	 Massachusetts,	 translated	 the	










years	 1710	 to	 1774.	He	wrote	 a	dictionary	of	 the	
Indian	language	based	on	his	own	work	but	also	
on	material	his	father	began.	This	manuscript	was	
written	 in	1707-8,	but	published	 in	1829.	 	Cotton	
spelled	the	word	for	snake	as	ASKOOK,	as	did	El-
iot	(Cotton	1829:147-257).




ous	sciences.	Due	 to	an	 interest	 in	 languages,	he	
compiled	a	vocabulary	of	the	Pequot	living	in	the	
vicinity	of	Groton,	Connecticut	prior	 to	1764.	He	
provides	 us	 with	 the	 word	 spelled	 as	 SKOOGS	
{Stiles	1762,	cited	in	Dexter	1916}.
John	G.E.	Heckewelder	(1876)	was	a	missionary	to	











Frank	Speck,	 ethnohistorian,	was	 lucky	 to	find	a	
Mohegan-Pequot	 woman	 who	 could	 speak	 her	


































lished	 together	 by	 the	 Smithsonian.	 Her	written	
Native	 copy	 originated	 in	 1904	 as	 Speck’s	 writ-
ten	copy	of	both	versions	was	issued	in	1928.		She	
wrote	 that	one	day	she	walked	down	 to	 the	wa-
ter’s	edge	and	saw	a	snake	with	a	fish	in	its	mouth.	









spoken	 in	 the	 last	 half	 of	 the	 20th	 century	 (1994,	










for	 the	Coca	Cola	Company.	 	His	route	 included	
Indian	Island,	the	Penobscot	Reservation	in	Maine.	
Upon	his	arrival	there	each	week,	he	was	met	by	
a	 gathering	 of	 teen-age	 girls	 hoping	 to	 get	 free	
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Word Form   Tribal Source Recorder   Date Published
ASKOOKE	 	 WAMPANOAG	 EDWARD	WINSLOW	 1624
	 	 	 	 	
ASKOWKE	 	 MASSACHUSETT	 THOMAS	MORTON	 	 1637
	 	 	




ASKOOK	 	 MASSACHUSETT	 JOHN	ELIOT	 	 	 1663,	1666,	1685
ASHKOOK	 	 	
	 	 	
ASKOOK	 	 MASSACHUSETT	 JOSIAH	COTTON	 	 1707
	 	 	
SKOOGS	 	 PEQUOT	 	 EZRA	STILES	 	 	 1916	[1762]
	 	 	




SKUG	 	 	 MOHEGAN	 	 FIDELIA	A.	H.	FIELDING	 1904
	 	 	 	 	 	 (cited	in	Speck	1928)
	 	 	
SKOOK	 	 MOHEGAN-	 	 FRANK	SPECK	 	 1928
SKUG	 	 	 PEQUOT	
SKUKIS	 	 	
	 	 	
SKUKARIS	 	 SCHAGTICOKE	 FRANK	SPECK	 	 1928
	 	 	
SKOK	 	 	 PENOBSCOT-		 GEORGE	AUBIN	 	 1975
	 	 	 ABENAKI	
SKOG	 	 	 ST.FRANCIS-	 	 GORDON	DAY	 	 1994
	 	 	 ABENAKI
Figure	2:		Historic	Persons	Who	Have	Recorded	the	Word	for	Snake	in	the	Algonquian	Languages.




Brook	sites	played	an	 important	part	 in	 the	 lives	
of	the	Titicut	Indians.		Most	brooks	flow	through	
woods	 and	marshes.	 	 These	 swampy	areas	were	
rich	with	game	birds	 and	 fur	bearing	mammals,	
as	well	as	native	brook	trout.		Hunters	and	gath-
erers	 also	 had	 available	 rich	 resources:	 	 plants,	
grasses,	 ferns,	 berries	 and	 nuts,	 items	 that	 were	












small	 sites	 and	 have	 produced	 between	 six	 and	
twelve	 surface-found	 points	 each	 through	 the	
years.		These	fields	are	only	plowed	occasionally.	








description	 of	 ten	 sites	 along	 Snow’s	 Brook	 in	
Bridgewater.		In	some	cases,	the	only	information	
available	about	recoveries	from	these	sites	is	word	


















into	 a	 small	 feeder	 stream	 that	 crosses	 Vernon	
Street	and	runs	into	Snow’s	Brook	to	the	east.









65),	 several	 Susquehanna	 Broad	 points	 (Figure	
2,	nos.	1,	14,	15,	17-20,	26,	28,	34,	43,	and	44),	two	





Nova	Scotia”	 (Figure	 3,	 no.	 9).	 	 This	was	 a	mul-
ticomponent	 site	 used	 from	 8500-150	 B.P.,	 from	
the	Early	Archaic	through	the	Contact	period.		No	




Early	 Woodland	 points,	 including	 one	 Mansion	
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Figure	1:		Map	of	the	Titicut	Area	Showing	Site	Locations.		Map	Drawn	by	William	B.	Taylor.
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Inn	blade	(Figure	2,	no.	23)	and	one	Genesee	point	
(Figure	2,	no.	21).		This	small	site	is	probably	part	








mately	 two	 dozen	 artifacts	were	 found	 here,	 in-
cluding	a	nice	gouge	(Figure	2,	no.	18),	a	Bifurcate	























ure	 2,	 no.	 22),	 and	 a	 Brewerton	Corner-Notched	
point	(Figure	2,	no.	31).
Other Local Sites
Moving	 upstream	 about	 1	 mile	 (1.6	 km)	 along	
the	Taunton	River,	Sawmill	Brook	enters	 the	riv-








Site	 11.	 	Bryant	Pasture	produced	 twelve	broken	





Street	 to	 the	 east	 and	 yielded	 twelve	 points,	 in-
cluding	 one	 fine	Dalton-like	 point	 (Figure	 2,	 no.	
28)	and	one	Susquehanna	Broad	point	 (Figure	2,	
no.	 20).	 	 It	was	occupied	 from	 the	Early	Archaic	
through	 the	 Middle	 Woodland	 period.	 	 Several	




















Site	 15.	 	 In	 Raynham,	 1½	miles	 (2.4	 km)	 down-













The	 six	 large	base	 camps	within	 the	Titicut	 area	
all	 have	 small	 seasonal	 brooks	 running	 through	
them.		These	brooks	dry	up	in	early	June	for	four	
months	during	a	normal	year,	before	fall	rains	fill	








leaching	of	vegetation,	called	 tannin.	 	This	 is	 the	






in	 Raynham	 and	 the	 Hockomock	 River	 in	West	
Bridgewater.		
Conclusions
After	 studying	 the	 many	 small	 campsites	 along	
local	 brooks,	 their	 importance	 becomes	 quite	
evident.	 	Brook	sites	were	continuously	used	 for	
hunting-gathering	 trips	 from	 the	 Early	 Archaic	
through	 the	 Contact	 period.	 	 Kravitz	 Field	 and	
Brooks	 Field	 yielded	 Bifurcate	 points.	 	 Kravitz	
Field,	Poor	Farm	and	White-Rodgers	sites	all	had	
Dalton-like	 projectiles	 found	 on	 them.	 	 Taylor	
Farm	Brook	held	a	Parallel	Stem	point,	while	Dam	
Lot	Brook	held	a	copper	cut-out	point.		




facts	 found	on	 them.	 	These	brook	sites	produce	
a	higher	percentage	of	whole	points	–	about	50%;	
why	this	difference	is	a	mystery.		Perhaps	Indians	
(Figure	 2,	 no.	 6),	 a	 Jack’s	 Reef	 Corner-Notched	









Middleboro,	 the	 Tripp	 Garden	 yielded	 at	 least	
twelve	Late	Archaic	points.		Mr.	Tripp	found	these	
points	across	the	street	from	the	start	of	Pudding-











same	brook.	 	At	 least	 twelve	Late	Archaic	points	
were	 found	 on	 this	 field,	 including	 an	 untyped	
stemmed	point	(Figure	2,	no.	5),	a	Jack’s	Reef	Cor-
ner-Notched	 point	 (Figure	 2,	 no.	 9),	 an	Atlantic	
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being	within	one	day	of	returning	 to	base	camp,	
waited	before	discarding	their	broken	points	and	
attaching	 a	 new	 replacement.	 	Another	 possibil-
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